
  

 

The International Congress of 
Youth Voices Announces Second Annual 

Event, focus on Puerto Rico 

World’s most accomplished teen writers and activists will 
gather for five days of planning and action in San Juan 

 
 
2/22/19, SAN FRANCISCO –Last year 100 of the world’s most talented young writers 
and activists gathered for the International Congress of Youth Voices. They were 
joined in San Francisco by luminaries such as Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie,  
Khaled Hosseini, and Congressman John Lewis. 
 
Now in its second year, the International Congress of Youth Voices will take place 
August 7 through 10, 2019 in San Juan, Puerto Rico. The Congress will unite 150 
students, most of them between the ages of 16 and 20, to learn with and from 
accomplished writers, activists, and elected officials. In 2018, young people attended 
from the United States, Iraq, Sweden, the United Kingdom, Syria, Ireland, Australia, 
Iceland, Burundi, Honduras, Cuba, Denmark, Venezuela, Zambia, and Nepal.  
 
Student delegates are chosen based on their commitment to leadership and social 
justice and their passion and eloquence as writers. They will attend at no cost.  
 
The International Congress of Youth Voices was founded in 2018 by author 
Dave Eggers and nonprofit leader Amanda Uhle. 
 
DELEGATE SELECTION 
Many students come from the International Alliance of Youth Writing Centers, a 
group of more than sixty organizations worldwide joined informally who share a 
common belief that young people need places where they can write and be heard, 
where they can have their voices polished, published, and amplified. 
 
Any youth organization may nominate up to two student delegates before the 
deadline of March 11. Delegates-at-large, who are not organization affiliated, will be 



selected by Congress staff members. Whenever possible, nominating organizations 
are asked to sponsor a student’s travel to and from San Juan; all program, lodging 
and food costs are covered on-site. There is no cost to apply. Travel scholarships, 
based on need and availability, are available by contacting 
travel@internationalcongressofyouthvoices.com. 
 
To nominate a student delegate, please visit: 
www.internationalcongressofyouthvoices.com/nominate 
 
ABOUT THE EVENT 
The event is designed to provide a path to leadership for all delegates. The chosen 
delegate roster for 2019 will represent a continuum from students who have 
exhibited potential in local writing and tutoring programs to writers and activists 
who have already made notable achievements at a very young age.  
 
Politics of the world affect young people as much as anyone else, and they have little 
to no voice as major decisions are made. The Congress was founded as a means to 
amplify their ideas and energy and to unite young people for a weekend of 
collaboration.  
 
For more information, please visit www.internationalcongressofyouthvoices.com. To 
take part as a sponsor, volunteer, or partner organization, please email co-founder 
Amanda Uhle, Amanda@TheHawkinsproject.org. 
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